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To ensure that state and local governments consider the corridors
between major highways and ports that are important for national
security and defense, the federal government should require planners
at DOD and DOT to continue periodically identifying corridors that
may be needed for future deployments of troops or military hardware
and ammunition.

Funding

Federal law mandates that surface transportation projects, including
highways of military significance, be paid for by federal transporta-
tion funds of the DOT. Defense public highway needs are provided
for through the Highway Trust Fund. Accordingly, DOD funds are
not used to support STRAHNET or connector routes. DOD planners
may identify projects of military significance, but DOD funds are not
used because DOT funds are designated for this purpose. In contrast,
some water projects of military significance do receive DOD support.
In some surface projects of military and national significance, it may
be appropriate for Congress to consider allowing DOD funding to
supplement federal highway trust funds. For example, some state or
local governments may place less priority on funding the state or local
share of a project that the military believes it needs but that does not
have specific benefits for the local community; if the military pays for
the local share, the project is more likely to move forward.

The committee recommends that Congress consider allowing DOD
to provide the local share of funding for transportation projects that
are of military significance but that are not a priority for local
governments.

If DOD could help fund roadway projects, however, members of
Congress in pursuit of federal support for their local highway projects
might ask that their local routes be designated as militarily signifi-
cant. Thus, if this provision were incorporated into law, specific
criteria to help minimize such practice should be incorporated as
well

NOTE

1. As used in this chapter, the term "containers" includes other container-like
equipment such as flat racks and sea sheds.